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ACTION ALERT

Association for Clinical Research Training (ACRT)
Association for Patient-Oriented Research (APOR)
Clinical Research Forum (CRF)
Society for Clinical and Translational Science (SCTS)
DEFEND A SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO 
COMPARATIVE EFFECTIVENESS RESEARCH!!!

As you may know, the House of Representatives and Senate have finished their draft health reform bills in their respective committees. Currently, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA-8) is working to reconcile the House Tri-Committee legislation while Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) works to merge the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee bill with the Finance Committee bill. 

All of the key proposed healthcare reform bills establish a new federal structure for comparative effectiveness research (CER), but the proposals differ significantly. Most problematic is the Finance Committee bill, which would allow industry stakeholders to have excessive control in the governing process. By creating a new federal agency run by a governing board that includes industry representatives, too much room for conflict of interest exists.

We believe that “science should be science.” We are advocating a compromise plan (see attached proposal) that allows CER to be conducted at traditional research agencies like the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) and the National Institutes of Health (NIH). All stakeholders would play a consultative role through an advisory committee, including industry representatives. This solid compromise allows the science of CER to remain pure while allowing all interested stakeholders to have input. 

Comparative Effectiveness Research advocates should contact their Senators and ask that they support a CER structure that preserves scientific integrity by limiting the role of industry to an advisory capacity (as opposed to the governing structure), and funds CER through existing science agencies like NIH and AHRQ.

To find out who your Senators are, simply log onto www.congress.org. 
· Call your Senator’s office and ask to speak with the staffer who handles health issues.


· Briefly explain what CER is and why it is important to you.


· Tell them how important it is that CER remain free from industry control and be conducted at an established science agency. Tell them that our proposed compromise accomplishes these goals by allowing stakeholder input through an advisory committee and keeps CER at established federal science agencies.  


· Let the staffer know you will be sending them a one-page information sheet summarizing our compromise proposal. Email it to them. 


· Thank them for their time and ask them to update you on the action they take in response to your request (leave your contact information).
· If you receive the voicemail recording of a health staffer, please leave a message including the above information and your contact information.

