May 23, 2005 

The Honorable Michael N. Castle
United States House of Representatives
The Honorable Diana DeGette
United States House of Representatives 

Dear Representatives Castle and DeGette: 

The 124 undersigned health organizations and research universities, which represent millions of patients, scientists, healthcare providers, and advocates, strongly support the Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act of 2005 (H.R. 810). Thank you for your tremendous leadership in expanding federal funding for human embryonic stem cell research. 

The House of Representatives will soon address the future of biomedical research and the nation’s efforts to prevent, treat, and cure such debilitating diseases as cancer, juvenile diabetes, ALS, Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s disease, spinal cord injuries, and countless others. Your bill would build on the existing guidelines at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to oversee the ethical use of embryonic stem cells while expanding the number of lines eligible for federal funding. 

Given the scientific potential of embryonic stem cell research, our organizations agree with our nation’s leading scientific authorities, as well as a majority of Americans, in supporting the expansion of the current U.S. policy for federal funding of embryonic stem cell research. 

More than 100 million Americans living with diseases have the potential to be treated or cured by embryonic stem cell research, and they look to Congress for leadership and for relief. It is gratifying that we have representatives like you fighting to improve the lives of people who suffer from disease and disability. 

Individuals with life-threatening illnesses and disorders depend on the hope that science one day soon will find cures to their diseases. Our organizations and members pledge to work with you now and in the future to support vital medical research. 

Thank you again for your leadership on and commitment to embryonic stem cell research. 

Sincerely, 

Coalition for the Advancement of Medical Research 
Alliance for Aging Research 
Alpha-1 Foundation 
ALS Association
American Association for Cancer Research 
American Association of Neurological Surgeons/ 
Congress of Neurological Surgeons
American Autoimmune Related Diseases Association
American College of Neuropsychopharmacology 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
American Diabetes Association
American Foundation for AIDS Research 
American Gastroenterological Association
American Medical Association 
American Parkinson’s Disease Association (Arizona Chapter)
American Society for Cell Biology
American Society for Microbiology 
American Society for Neural Transplantation and Repair 
American Society for Reproductive Medicine 
American Society of Hematology
Association of American Medical Colleges
Association of American Universities
Association of Independent Research Institutes 
Association of Professors of Medicine
Association of Reproductive Health Professionals
Axion Research Foundation
Biotechnology Industry Organization
The Burnham Institute
California Foundation for Stem Cell Research
California Insitute of Technology
Californians for Cures
Cancer Research and Prevention Foundation
Cedars-Sinai Health System
Children’s Neurobiological Solutions Foundation
Christopher Reeve Paralysis Foundation 
Coalition for Brain Injury Research Columbia University
Committee for the Advancement of Stem Cell Research 
Cornell University
CuresNow 
Duke University Medical Center 
Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation 
FD Hope Foundation
Genetics Policy Institute
Glaucoma Research Founation
Hadassah 
Harvard University 
Hereditary Disease Foundation
Hope for ALS
International Foundation for Anticancer Drug Discovery (IFADD)
International Longevity Center – USA 
International Society for Stem Cell Research 
Jeffrey Modell Foundation
Johns Hopkins 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
Massachusetts Biotechnology Council
National Alliance for Eye and Vision Research 
National Association for Biomedical Research
National Coalition for Cancer Research
National Council on Spinal Cord Injury
National Health Council 
National Venture Capital Association
New Jersey Association for Biomedical Research
Parkinson’s Action Network 
Parkinson’s Disease Foundation
Pittsburgh Development Center
Project A.L.S. 
Quest for the Cure
Research!America
Resolve: The National Infertility Association 
Rett Syndrome Research Foundation
Robert Packard Center for ALS Research at Johns Hopkins
Rutgers University
Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research
Society for Women’s Health Research
Stanford University
Stem Cell Action Network 
Stem Cell Research Foundation
Steven and Michele Kirsch Foundation
Student Society for Stem Cell Research
Take Charge! Cure Parkinson’s, Inc.
Texans for the Advancement of Medical Research
Tourette Syndrome Association
Travis Roy Foundation
University of California System
University of Minnesota
University of Rochester Medical Center
University of Southern California
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Vanderbilt University and Medical Center
Washington University in St. Louis
WiCell Research Institution
Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation 
Wisconsin Association for Biomedical Research and Education 

Other Endorsing Organizations
American Academy of Neurology 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
American Association for Dental Research
American Association of Immunologists 
American Dental Education Association
American Federation for Medical Research
American Geriatrics Society
American Liver Foundation 
American Pediatric Society
American Physiological Society
American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
American Society for Pharmacology & Experimental Therapeutics 
American Society of Nephrology
Arthritis Foundation
Association of Medical School Pediatric Department Chairs
Association of Subspecialty Professors
CARES Foundation
Civil Society Institute 
Endocrine Society
Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology 
Gerontological Society of America
Joint Steering Committee for Public Policy
Magee-Womens Health Corporation
Medical College of Wisconsin
National Caucus of Basic Biomedical Science Chairs
National Hemophilia Foundation
Nebraskans for Research 
PXE International
Research for Cure
Society of Pediatric Research 
